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Union Pacific Railroad 
(UPRR) Underpass 

Project Status
July 21, 2026

UPRR Underpass Project History
Downtown 
Revitalization:
• 2013 Tornado
• 2014 Citizen Survey
• 2015 Comprehensive

Plan

2016 Downtown 
Master Plan:
• 2016 Farmers Market
• 2018 Minnie 

McDowal Park
• 2019 Welcome Center
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UPRR Underpass Project History
Downtown Master Plan: North Plaza

South Plaza

Ennis Avenue (pt) Ennis Avenue (pt)

UPRR Underpass 
& Ennis Avenue (pt)

Completed

Underway

Conceptual

Staying Connected - Underpass Project Update

Envisioned as part of the 2016 Downtown Master Plan

Downtown has been reimagined as the center of our community’s life, which is 
supported by the four-step strategy outlined in the approved Downtown Master Plan

CONNECT
MARKETS

PROVIDE
DESTINATIONS

ATTRACT 
ECONOMIC VITALITY OVERCOME

BARRIERS
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"CONNECT MARKETS"

I-45 Market to 
Downtown Market

TxDOT Project

• Allows traffic and pedestrians to flow 
freely between Downtown & I-45 Market

• Introduces iconic gateway into 
Downtown Ennis

• Construction start estimated for May 2027

UPRR Underpass Project Status
Overview:
• May 2017 – Design work begins on Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) Underpass Project
• October 2023 – Environmental Clearance complete
• November 2024 – UPRR Track submittal 100% complete
• September 2026 – Utility relocation complete
• July 2026 – UPRR Structural submittal 60% – 100% submittal anticipated for September
• May 2027 – TxDOT Bid-Letting – Construction usually begins within 60 to 90 days
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UPRR Underpass Project Planview
Extent:
• Ennis Avenue from

Breckenridge to McKinney
• Main Street from

Knox to Brown

UPRR Underpass Project 100% Submittal
2 Phases:

Streetscaping (shown)
Landscaping
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UPRR Underpass Project TxDOT Traffic Plan
TxDOT Detour 

for Through-Traffic

Project Extent

UPRR Underpass Project TxDOT Traffic Plan
TxDOT Detour 

for  Local Traffic

Project Extent
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UPRR Underpass Project TxDOT Traffic Plan
ANTICIPATED Roadway Closures in Phases:
• 1.1 to 1.4 – Ennis Ave. from Breckenridge to Main

and E Main north and south of Ennis Ave.
• 1.3 & 1.4 – Ennis Ave. reduced to 1 lane per direction

from Kaufman to Breckenridge (not shown)

• 1-5 to 2.1 – Ennis Ave. from Breckenridge to McKinney 
and W Main from Knox to Brown 
Contractor is to maintain access to businesses
and pedestrian access during construction

• 2.1 – Ennis Ave. still reduced to 1 lane per direction
from Kaufman to Breckenridge (sides switched)

Staying Connected - During Construction

• Closure of Ennis Avenue -
from Breckenridge to McKinney 
in phases

• City way-finding to advertise that
Downtown is "Open for Business"

• Local “Way-Finding” plan development is underway
• Considerations include potentially one-way street pairing

and alley access to businesses
• Implementation will also be coordinated with other potential 

roadway projects affected local and thoroughfare detours
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